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into clans, and spread all about the Vindhyas. They
are almost always intoxicated with the spirit they obtain
from the "rnikowah" tree, but are brave, daring, hardy,
and active, and constantly prepared to answer to the
"kisri" their cry for war or pillage.
From this description it will be seen that Nana Sahib
had chosen well In this central region of the peninsula,
he hoped this time, instead of a mere military insurrection,
to provoke a national movement, in which Hindoos of every
paste would take part
But before taking any decided step, it was necessary to
settle in the country so as to obtain as much influence, and
act as effectively as was possible under the circumstances.
This, of course, necessitated the discovery of a safe retreat,
for a time at any rate, which he could be free to abandon,
directly it was suspected.
This was Nana Sahib's first care. The Hindoos who
had followed him from Adjuntah, could go and come a
they liked throughout the presidency. Balao Rao, who
was not included in the governor's notice, might also have
enjoyed the same immunity, had it not been for his likeness
to his brother. Since his flight to the frontiers of Ncpaul,
attention had not been drawn to his person, and there was
every reason to believe him dead. But, taken for Nana
Sahib, he would have been at once arrested, and this at any
cost, must be avoided.